
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF PUIBLIC HEALTH 
Epidemiology and Emerging Infections Program 

West Nile Virus Surveillance 
Connecticut, 1999-2004 

 
Human Cases of WNV Infection - Connecticut, 1999-2004 

 
 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 

Total Cases 
(WNND/WNF)* 

0 1 (0/1) 6 (5/1) 17 (10/7) 17 (12/5) 1 (0/1) 42 (27/15) 

Deaths 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Age Range (median) 0 62 37-89 (68) 24-81 (45) 6-85 (55) 78 6-89 (59) 
Symptom Onset 0 Aug 25 Aug 16- 

Sep 28 
Jul 29- 
Sep 30 

Jul 30- 
Nov 14 

Aug 1 July 29-Nov 
14 

County        
    Fairfield  1 3 8 6 1 19 
    Hartford   3 6 2  11 
    Litchfield     1  1 
    Middlesex     3  3 
    New Haven    3 2  5 
    New London     2  2 
    Tolland     1  1 
    Windham        
Town        
    Ansonia    1   1 
    Bethlehem     1**  1 
    Branford     1  1 
    Bridgeport   1 2 1  4 
    Colchester     1  1 
    Coventry     1  1 
    Danbury      1** 1 
    Durham     1  1 
    East Haven   1    1 
    Fairfield   1  1  2 
    Greenwich    3   3 
    Hartford    3 1  4 
    Meriden    1   1 
    Middletown     1  1 
    New Fairfield     1  1 
    North Haven   1 1   2 
    North Stonington     1**  1 
    Norwalk  1 1  1  3 
    Plainville    1   1 
    Stamford    2 2  4 
    Stratford    1   1 
    Wallingford     1  1 
    Westbrook     1  1 
    West Hartford    2   2 
    West Haven   1    1 
    Wethersfield     1  1 

 
*WNND = West Nile neuroinvasive disease;  WNF = West Nile fever 
**Infection acquired outside of Connecticut  
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Human WNV Cases by Week of Onset – Connecticut, 2000 –2004 
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Wild Birds Tested for WNV in Connecticut, 1999-2004 
  1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 CUMULATIVE
Species Positive Total Positive Total Positive Total Positive Total Positive Total Positive Total Positive Total 
Blackbird     0 1                 0 1
Bluebird     0 6 0 1             0 7
Bobwhite         0 1   1         0 2
Cardinal     0 1 1 5   1         1 7
Catbird     0 11 1 38             1 49
Chickadee     0 1     1 1         1 2
Cowbird         0 2             0 2
Crane 1 1                     1 1
Crow 73 84 1095 1574 422 734 501 663 444 513 22 49 2557 3617
Dickcissel         0 1             0 1
Dove, Mourning     0 2 2 28 0 81         2 111
Dove, Rock 0 1 0 4 1 21 0 3 0 1     1 30
Finch 0 1     0 1 0 1         0 3
Flicker     0 2 0 4             0 6
Goldfinch         0 2 0 2         0 4
Goose 0 3 0 1     0 1         0 5
Grackle     0 44     0 25 1 13 1 36 2 118
Gull         0 3             0 3
Hawk 1 2 0 4 1 15 6 19 2 11 2 7 12 58
Heron         0 3 0 1         0 4
Jay     0 10 11 57 16 71 74 88 2 24 103 250
Junco         0 2             0 2
Kestrel         0 1             0 1
Merlin                 1 1     1 1
Mockingbird     0 1 0 3 0 1         0 5
Oriole     0 1 0 4             0 5
Osprey         0 2 0 1         0 3
Ovenbird     0 3 0 4             0 7
Owl 0 1     1 3 1 6 2 5 0 1 4 16
Parakeet         0 4 0 2         0 6
Parula             0 1         0 1
Pheasant             0 1         0 1
Phoebe     0 1                 0 1
Robin     0 4 1 46 2 22         3 72
Sparrow     0 3 2 54   13         2 70
Starling     0 17 0 2             0 19
Swallow     0 1                 0 1
Thrush     0 4 0 18   3         0 25
Titmouse         0 1 1 1         1 2
Towhee               1         0 1
Turkey 0 1 0 3 0 3             0 7
Veery         0 1   1         0 2
Vireo         1 2             1 2
Warbler 0 1 0 1 0 2   1         0 5
Waxwing         0 1             0 1
Woodpecker     0 3 0 5   3         0 11
Wood Pewee         0 1             0 1
Wren     0 1                 0 1
Yellow Throat               1         0 1
TOTAL 75 95 1095 1704 444 1075 528 928 524 632 27 117 2693 4551
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Dead Wild Bird Sightings Reported - Connecticut, 1999-2004 

 
 CROWS OTHER UNKNOWN TOTAL SIGHTING DATES 
1999 1040 NA NA 1040 September 1 – 

November 5 
2000 4335 4616 1783 10733 May 1 - November 3 
2001 3188 2012 900 6100 May 7 - November 2 
2002 3831 2394 1098 7323 May 6 - November 1 
2003 3995 2424 756 7175 June 1 - October 18 
2004 479 1297 609 2385 June 1 - September 30 

 
 

Dead Wild Bird Sightings Reported by County - Connecticut, June 1 – September 30, 2004 
 

County Crows Other 
Species 

Unknown
Species 

Total 

Fairfield 171 407 230 808 
Hartford 89 343 158 590 
Litchfield 46 31 21 98 
Middlesex 14 55 5 74 
New Haven 135 384 162 681 
New London 10 44 19 73 
Tolland 7 20 5 32 
Windham 7 13 9 29 
Total - All Counties 479 1297 609 2385 

 
 

Dead Crow Sightings Reported by Week, Connecticut, June 1 - September 30, 2004 
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Crows Tested for WNV - Connecticut, 1999-2004 
 

 POSITIVE (%) NEGATIVE TOTAL COLLECTION DATES 
1999 73 (87) 11 84 September 13 – October 

14 
2000 1095 (70) 479 1574 May 1 - November 3 
2001  422 (57) 312   734 May 7 - November 2 
2002   501 (76) 162   663 May 6 - November 1 
2003   444 (87)   69   513 June 1 - October 18 
2004     22 (45)   27     49 June 3 – September 30 

 
 
 

West Nile Virus Test Results by County for Crows Collected June 1 – September 30 
Connecticut, 2004 

 
County Positive (%) Negative Total 
Fairfield              9 (56) 7 16 
Hartford  1 (33) 2 3 
Litchfield             1 (25) 3 4 
Middlesex 0 3 3 
New Haven  7 (83) 6 13 
New London 0 4 4 
Tolland 3 (75) 1 4 
Windham   1 (100) 1 2 
Total 22 (44) 25 49 

 
 
 

West Nile Virus Test Results of Selected Non-Crow species collected June 1 – September 30 
Connecticut, 2004 

 
Species Positive Negative Total 
Grackle, Common 1 35 36 
Hawk, Red-tailed 1 1 2 
Hawk, Sharp-shinned 1 1 2 
Hawk, Cooper’s 0 3 3 
Jay, Blue 2 22 24 
Owl, Screech 0 1 1 
Total 5 63 68 
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Percentage of Crows Testing Positive for WNV by Week of Collection – Connecticut, 2000-2004 
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